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The tribesmen of Arnhem Land, the Aboriginal reservation
located in Australia’s Northern Tervitory, where this tale is told, have
many myths about the natural world. This particular myth explains

why the morning star shines so brightly.
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d 1 the dreamtime, the spirit girl, Barnumbir (BAR-num-
beer), lived on the Island of the Dead. She was a happy
girl, content to do her many daily chores, but she always

B made time to spend with her ftiends.

Barnumbir’s friends shared many of her interests, save one. While
those girls often went fishing with the men in their bark canoes,
Barnumbir preferred to stay on land. She would swim in the shallow

waters close to shore, but she never journeyed out on the water. She

said it was because she had once dreamt that her spirit had been lost -

out on the ocean, and that is why she feared the deeper waters.

One day Barnumbir’s two closest friends, two sisters, announced
that they would soon be leaving on a sea voyage with their brother,
who was planning on making his home far from the Island of the Dead.
When Barnumbir heard this, she was greatly saddened. “You are my
closest friends,” she told the sisters. “Please don’t go. I shall miss you

terribly.”
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He looked directly at Barnumbir, and then continued, “But you

must know something. When you are no longer in sight of the Island
of the Dead, I will have no way of calling you back. You will have to
stay a star forever and forever travel over the water. You must think this
over carefully before you decide”’

Barnumbir was even more confused. She went to ask the advice of
two wise old women on the island. The women sat on the ground
rolling fibers of pandanus root between their hands and thighs. They
coiled this thin rope round and round, forming it into a large basket
that sat between them.

“Please, I need your help,” Barnumbir said to the old women. “I
wish to become a star to help guide my friends as they journey across
the sea. Djanlin the magician has said that he can sing his magic and
make me a star, but that when I am no longer in sight of our island, he
will not be able to bring me back home. What shall I do?”

The two women sat in silence for a long time. They continued
rolling the pandanus root fibers and building the sides of the basket. At
last one of them spoke. “We must think this over. Come back tomor-
row and we will have something to tell you.”

Barnumbir returned to the old women’s hut the next morning, She

could hardly wait to hear what the wise ones would say, but she waited
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