Punctuating and Paragraphing Dialogue 

Before correct punctuating and paragraphing…
I was walking through the mall one day when I met a group of my friends. Hey, what are you doing here? I asked. I thought you guys had to stay after school today. No, we got out of that detention, said  Mary. Mrs. Jones decided we really didn’t deserve it.  Sue said, Are you here to shop or browse? A little bit of both, I replied, because I need to find a birthday card for my cousin, but I really want to check out the sales. And the boys! everyone laughed.

After  correct punctuating and paragraphing…
I was walking through the mall one day when I met a group of my friends. “Hey, what are you doing here?” I asked. “I thought you guys had to stay after school today.” 
“No, we got out of that detention,” said Mary. “Mrs. Jones decided we really didn’t deserve it.” 
 Sue said, “Are you here to shop or browse?” 
“A little bit of both,” I replied, “because I need to find a birthday card for my cousin, but I really want to check out the sales.” 
“And the boys!” everyone laughed.



Punctuating and Paragraphing Dialogue			 Name:

Directions:  Punctuate the following examples of dialogue using quotation marks, commas and end marks (. ! ?).  Put a “P” or paragraph symbol (¶) every time a new paragraph should start.   You will also need to add capitals where necessary. 

Get your room cleaned up Mother said or you’re not going to the show. Chris shouted that’s not fair it’s Joe’s room too.  Joe will be home later to take care of his half now are you going to get started Mother scolded. I guess so muttered Chris why doesn’t Joe ever have to do anything around here? He does plenty mom said. Chris said I never see him do much of anything but study. Well answered mom you’re never around very much. Chris replied that’s because I have more important things to do like taking over the world. Well said mom you’ll just have to take over the world after you clean the room. 

